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Major events in wine growing regions

As the 6 Tour Down Un d €To Oassi6tT DOW) organisers with  thdg
grows in National and Internationamanagement of event spectators, the
prominence as a major cycling event, so tdehylloxera and Grape Industry Board df
does the numbers of spectators who will lin&outh Australia has produced a checklist fgr
the tour course hoping to catch a glimpse aha j o r event organi sje
world class cyclists doing what they dobesRi ské seri es, and rpa
competing. event organisers and local grape grower
organisations.
Many important wine regions are indeed
fortunate to be able to showcase theilThe Board encourages all growers who arfe
respective regions through the massivencertain as to whether they are on a tou
global TV exposure that the TDU offers, asoute, to contact your local Council and]
well as cater for the many spectatorseek to discuss your concerns with the TDY
through cellar doors and food outlets. event coordinator for your region.
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The TDU and other major events held in th&events such as the Tour Down Under ar
wine growing regions, have presented thienportant for the economic wellbeing of thg
wine industry with an opportunity to beState and the regions they pass through.
mindful of the importance of managingherefore, it would be a State tragedy if th
vineyard hygiene, and in particular, the largery vines that make these regions touris
numbers of spectators who will set upcons, were destroyed by a pest such §
vantage viewing spots on the tour route?hylloxera because vigilance was npt
potentially in close proximity to vinesmaintained.
increasing the risk of pest and disease
infestation- in particular from Phylloxera. If you require any further information, plgas
contact the Board on 08 8362 0488.
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- 24 January 2010
Matthew Goss rides through Lenswood during stage 2 of the 2009 Tour Down Under from Hahndorf
to Stirling on January 21, 2009 in Adelaide, (Photo by James Knowler/Getty Images AsiaPac)

Tour Down Under Adlaie Australial?
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From the CEO

The Growersd meetings in Aug
into phylloxera with presentations by Dr Kevin Powell, Sectid
Leader of DRVictoria and by Dr Tony Jordan, the President g
the Yarra Valley Wine Growers Association. They gave v
informative presentations on the issues that have confronted t
Yarra Valley, as a result of the finding phylloxera in Decemt _
2006. ;

i

Both presentations have provided the Board with opportunities

revisit the current early detection program, which involves aerif
surveillance, followed up with ground truthing of identified sites |
low vigour.

The Yarra Valley experience has provided the Board with the CEOii Alan Nankivell
opportunity to improve our outbreak management planning and

local preparedness. Our goal is toinimise anyotential fear and confusion, as was experienced by the Yajra
Valley wine industry people when the phylloxera detection was announced. If South Australia did haye an
outbreak, we would need to manage it professionally.

In late September, the Board held its first Annual General Meeting, with guest speaker Mr Paul Caicg, the
Minister for Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries. His key message was that the Board had an opportunity tq take
a national leadership role in the field of best practice for biosecurity, in particular phylloxera managementj with
the view that what was of benefit for South Australia, was going to be beneficial for all of Australia.

Dr Richard Hamilton (Board Chairman) gave a presentation on other exotic pests and diseases, such as [Glassy
Winged Sharpshooter and Vine Rust and how fortunate South Australia is to have the Board in place to kpep a
national focus on these potential risks to a sustainable wine industry into the future, not just in South Austfalia,
but across Australia.

During the year, the Board has implemented a new Regional Committee structure which is incorporatedjinto

existing regional groups. To date, this has been of great benefit, and the Board looks to further enhancg this
structure with a focus on outbreak management planning at the regional level. The regional contacts arellisted
on page 8.
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On behalf of the Board, | wish to thank you all for your efforts in ensuring that South Australia remgins
Phylloxera Free in 2010.

Special guest speaker, Dr Kevin Powell, shows Wayne
Newell from Henscke some phylloxera under a micfo-
scope. (The phylloxera was very dead and preservgd
in ethanol)

Attendees at the Barossa growers6 meeting from Henschle Wi
Henschke, who brought all her workers to the meeting to make sure they were
fully informed about phylloxera.
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Research Project:
Taste testing wine from drought tolerant vines

During the 2008 2009 growing Ramsey and 1103 Paulsefhe preliminary results from the
season, grape growers in thenaintaining the highest leaf watewine tasting demonstrate two key
Barossa were faced with severgotentials of the norfirrigated root- points. Firstly: the average wine

water restrictions as a result ofstocks. quality scores between the root-
below average rainfall and stocks and the own root wines
continuing drought. In addition, the Brix levels of thewere not significantly different.

wines were affected negatively bgecondly: there were no detected
A noted characteristic of somezero irrigation. In the majority of differences in wine quality when
American Vitis rootstocks is
reported drought tolerance
(Carbonneau 1985, Nicholas 1997,
Dry 2007). The current water
restricted environment in the
Barossa has intensified the need for
greater understanding of rootstoek
scion interactions in relation to
drought tolerance and the
consequences of lack of water on
wine quality.

The research project on the effect
of water stress on the performance
of grafted vines, conducted by
Rootstock Project Manager Cath

Cox, aims to determine drought
tolerance of rootstocks grown in

the Barossa _"’_md whether  root- Winemakers from L to R: Steven Frost, Natalie Cleghorn, Stuart Rusted, Nick Bjuer, Neil
stocks can mitigate the _eff?CtS of Dodderidge, Tim Smith, Paul Hampton, Teresa Heuzenroeder, Damien TscHarke
water stress whilst continuing to

provide quality wine. Droughtrootstocks, the irrigated treatmentscomparing irrigated and unirrigated|

tolerance of rootstocks is definedhad significantly higher Brix levelseatments, either for rootstocks

as an ability to sustain yield, remaithan the nonirrigated treatments. or for own root wines.

vigorous and sustain a higher ledihe highest Brix was recorded for

water potential (Soar et al. 2006). 1103 Paulsen irrigated and tha hi s i s a case olf whe
lowest for own roots nonirrigated. good et desults in this

The study involves Shiraz clone trial indicate that quality is not
BVRC30 grafted onto six differentWine quality of each rootstock ) q y
ffected by grafting to a rootstock,

rootstocks and its own roots. Eachtreatment was assessed by a pan@
rootstock treatment is divided into of Barossa winemakers using @ as a result of turning off the
irrigated (control) and norirrigated standard wine show scoring out ofrrigation.

treatments. Control irrigation for 20. There were 14 wines in all, with

the 2009 season was 0.5ML/ha. three replicates of each wine. It must be noted that the results
of the project are preliminary, and

final conclusions should not be

showed that drought tolerance & Wi n e ual i tdawn tegarding the performance
varied considerably between the g o the dﬁ‘fere foctstdcks. The

rootstocks. Rootstock yields were rootstock treatment was  work demonstrates the possibility

found to be negatively affected by zssessed by a panel of of using grapevine rootst_ocks in &
lack of irrigation, irrespective of the y P w_ater challenged envwonmlent
rootstock variety. Barossa winemakers without adverse effects on final

: tandard wi wine quality.
Leaf water potential varied Co 9 & Standardwine

considerably between the root- Show scoring out of 2060
stocks, with own roots followed by

In the first year of the study, results




